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MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE AIRFORCE 4 24e -' 


SUBJECT: Pclicy Relating to the Official} Identification of Projects 
DISCOVERER, SENTRY, and MIDAS. 





Reference ie made to the eeries.of br inge,.¢onfex epee 
discussions relating to the reorientation of the aubject projects as a reeuit 
of which it nas been agreed that the sevéral elements of WS-117L shouid 
be separately identified and develcpment continued on the basis of individua: 
misstone as distinguished from blanket priority assigned to WS-117L. 


ms There is continuing evdetee's hat th 
not fully understood thrcughout the departments concerned, This has re- 
suited in some confusion and a tendency, both in public and classified 
ccrreepcndence, to asecc:ate the several pro,ecte with each other, 
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It is considered that 9 separate identifica: 
be disseminated within appropriate channels throughout the several depart-<)- >. 
ments and agencies havirg an interest therein, , 


It would be appreciated if the contents: of thie memonsndum, ofits 
disseminated in order that the projects identified as DISCOVERER ‘anc 
MIDAS may stand alone and without further reference te SENTRY, or 
WS-LI7L, : 
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Program definitions are as follows: = 9 8 FE 





DISCOVERER 


Project DISCOVERER is an open-ended series cf satellite launching» 
utilising initially the Thor [RBM ae a basic booster, intended to carry cut 
certain vehicle tests, bio-medical flights, and recovery experiments. ‘ritia! 

: ‘lighte involve the development of engiceerirg tec niques, comporente, and 
oA systems, Upper stages wi.) te used aiong with the boostere for, (hese tiigte, 
The orbital life wii: vary from short pericds to long periods, the orbite will . 
vary ‘naut.tude, ard the 'c:tia! satellite fr cebie wd?! weigh approximate:y 
i, 300 pourds, The DISCOVERER ceriee will be launched initially from the 
Pacific Missile Rarge, California, into near polar orbits, A number of the se 
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in Accordance with E. O. 12958 


NOV 26 yy 










radd tobe directed outed UAE BP eee RS: 
Initial recovery operations will be conducted in afr or at sea north of the ~- 
Hawaitan Islands, Tracking and/or data acquisition stations will be located 

in California, Alaska, Hawail, and oa shipboard south of the Pacific Missile 
Range, . 





SENTRY 


Project SENTRY involves a series cf satellite launchirgs, Wtilizing 
recovery and film readout techniques for the purpéue af conducting Siseet 
ad QD -econnaissance, The SENTRY satellites will be launched 
initially from the Pacific Missile Range, California, into near polar crhite, 


Thin series of firings is mission-criented, even during its R&D phase, with 
boosters and upper stages. designed to pro: pe ee s altitudes, 
crbital life, and trajectories, depending upaa the , isecttigee ae 


chjective tobe mat, Both reccvery readcut and electronic techriquem are 
uncer daveicpmext in this pregram, 



















ESS, Sept Nit AES : ia | 
based, ixfra-red sersing system designed to pro aximum wa; 
miesile launchings or cther strategic attacks against the Uxitea States, 










Sots. 





Roy W. Johnson 
Director yuo 2 Sage 


Copres furnished: 


a ckhriever, USAF, AFBMD 





